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“The psychoanalytic situation is perhaps the greatest and most original

of Freud's contributions to the study of human psychology” (1987, p. 382).
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By setting, | mean the summation of all the details of management.
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The term psychoanalytic setting is equivalent to what Stone (1961)
called the psychoanalytic situation, which he defined as "the common and
constant features of the analytic setting, procedure, and personal relationship
in both conscious and unconscious meanings and function” (1961, p. 9). ...
The psychoanalytic setting cannot be separated from the actual object tie to
the analyst. And in turn, this object tie, a type of love relationship, if you will,
develops as a consequence of what the analyst actually does, as an analyst,
which includes the analyst's feelings toward the analysand to the extent that
such feelings are communicated either consciously or unconsciously... The
fact that this object relation with the analyst is symbolically transformed
demonstrates that the psychoanalytic setting is also a type of transference

and not simply a "real" relationship. (Modell, 1988; my emphasis).
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The setting is... a framework that harbors a type of content, the

process. Between the analytic process and the setting there arises a
container/contained relation in Bion's terms [1963] (Etchegoyen, 1991, p.
512).
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"It is what remains implicit, but on which the explicit depends".
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"The frame can only be analyzed within the frame, or, in other words,
the patient's most primitive dependence and psychological organization can
only be analyzed within the analyst's frame, which should be neither
ambiguous, nor changeable, nor altered” (p. 517, my emphasis).
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Thirty spokes by joining in the hub
Their empty spaces in between
Make the wheel.
Clay molded into form becomes a pitcher

By the void inside of it.
The empty spaces of windows, doors,
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And those between the walls
Make the house.

Thus by using that which is,
For that which seems not to be,
Man is greatly helped.

Lao-tzu, c. 500 B.C.
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